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A Natural Paradise
Exploring the Beauty of Bulgaria's Nature

www.bapet.net
www.bapet.bg

http://www.bapet.net/
http://www.bapet.bg/


Geographical 
Location: 
• Bulgaria is situated in 

southeastern Europe, 
bordered by Romania to 
the north, Serbia and 
North Macedonia to the 
west, Greece and Turkey to 
the south, and the Black 
Sea to the east.

Population and Area 
size:
• Population: 

Approximately 7 million 
inhabitants.

• Area: It covers a territory 
of 110,994 square 
kilometers (42,855 sq. mi) 
and is the 16th largest 
country in Europe.
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Major Cities: 
• Sofia (the capital), 

Plovdiv, Varna, Burgas, 
and Ruse.
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Rich Natural Diversity and Ecological 
Significance:

• Ecosystems: Bulgaria boasts a diverse range of 
ecosystems, including mountains, forests, rivers, and 
coastline.

• Its ecological significance is highlighted by the 
presence of unique habitats, such as the Balkan mixed 
forests and the wetlands of the Danube River.

• The country's natural diversity supports a wide array of 
flora and fauna, including endangered species like the 
Balkan lynx and the European souslik.
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The Remarkable History of 
Bulgaria

Background image: The Battle of Klokotnitsa 2, 
by Nikolay Slavkov (Khan Asparukh's army)
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The Remarkable History of Bulgaria

• Thracian Legacy: Ancient civilization influencing Bulgarian culture and folklore.

Photo credit: https://historymuseum.org/
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The Remarkable History of Bulgaria
• First Bulgarian Empire (68131018): Birth of a distinct 

state; Cyrillic alphabet development. The baptizing of the 
Bulgarians (Wikipedia)

Glagolitic alphabet, 
https://uni-sofia.bg/ Background image: https://dnesbulgaria.com/
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The Remarkable History of Bulgaria

• Second Bulgarian Empire (118531396): Golden 
Age with Tarnovo as a cultural hub.

The Rebellion of Assen and Peter, by Vasil 
Goranov

Rila Monastery, by Vasil Goranov Background image: Evgeni Dinev, https://www.evgenidinev.com/
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The Remarkable History of Bulgaria
• Ottoman Rule & National Revival: Cultural 

suppression countered by a resurgence of identity.

"The capture of Vasil Levsky", by Nikola Kozhukharov Background image: <Rachenitza= by Ivan Mrkvichka

"Father Paisius Hilendarski", by Koyu Denchev
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The Remarkable History of 
Bulgaria

• Liberation & Modernization: 19th-
century independence; Constitutional 
monarchy formation.
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The Remarkable History of 
Bulgaria

• 20th Century Challenges: Participation 
in World Wars, communist era, and 
transition to democracy.

Background image: https://www.independent.co.uk/
Wikimapia
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Archaeology of Bulgaria

Background image: Kabyle Archaeological Reserve (guide-bulgaria.com)
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Archaeology of Bulgaria
• Richness of Ancient Civilizations: Bulgaria is home to numerous 

ancient civilizations such as the Thracians, Romans, and Thracian-
Roman culture.

Thracian dolmens in the village of Hlyabovo, https://opoznai.bg/

The Thracian tomb at Mezek, https://www.andrey-andreev.com/ Background image: Ancient Theater (Plovdiv), Wikipedia
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Archaeology of Bulgaria

• Excavations and Discoveries: Archaeological excavations in 
Bulgaria unveil significant artifacts providing valuable 

insights into the lives, customs, and technologies of 
vanished civilizations.

The Povadia-Solnitsa Complex Pipeline 
Facility represents the oldest salt 
mining center in Europe, 
https://opoznai.bg/

The first traces of Homo sapiens in Europe 
are from the beginning of the Late 
Paleolithic in the "Bacho Kiro" cave near 
Dryanovo, https://obektiv.bg/
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Archaeology of Bulgaria
• First-rate Archaeological Sites: Bulgaria boasts some of the 

most impressive archaeological sites globally, including the 
Aleko Konstantinov Historical Museum and the Plovdiv 
Roman Stadium.

The ancient city near the village of Yunatsite, 
which scientists have proven to be the oldest in 
Europe, https://www.marica.bg/

Archaeological complex 
Perperikon (Pinterest)

Background image: Plovdiv Roman Stadium, https://lostinplovdiv.com/
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Archaeology of Bulgaria

• Cultural Heritage: Archaeology plays a vital role in 
preserving and promoting Bulgaria's rich cultural heritage, 
attracting tourists from around the world.

Finely crafted Late Iron Age 
bone sceptres found at 
Provadia, https://www.bas.bg/

Bust of the god Dionysus 
found in Plovdiv, 
https://plovdivtime.bg/Background image: Ancient wall paintings in Magurata cave, https://patepisanici.com/

Bronze statuette of 
Hermes, Roman Imperial 
Age, 2nd-3rd century, 
https://www.bta.bg/
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The Forests of Bulgaria

Background image: Belintash autumn forest, https://wallpapercrafter.com/
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The forests of Bulgaria

• Bulgaria's Expansive Forests:

Covering approximately 35% of the country's land area, 
Bulgaria's forests are a significant natural resource.

Background image: The Rhodope Mountains winter forest (iStock)
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The forests of Bulgaria

• Bulgaria's Expansive Forests:

The forests play a crucial role in the country's ecology, 
providing habitats for a diverse range of plant and animal 

species.

The caves are a key habitat for 10 of the 33 species of bats 
found in the country.

Background image: The Rhodope Mountains spring forest, by Nina Staykova

https://www.karashka.com/

https://www.peakpx.com/

Flikr.com
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The forests of Bulgaria

Protected Areas and National Parks:

• Rila National Park:
Encompassing the stunning Rila Mountains, Rila National Park is not only the largest national 
park in Bulgaria but also home to the iconic Rila Monastery, a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Visitors can explore pristine landscapes, dense forests, and alpine meadows, offering a haven for 
outdoor enthusiasts and nature lovers alike.

Background image: The Seven Rila 
Lakes, https://www.finnsaway.com/

Rila Monastery in Bulgaria 
dedicated to Saint Ivan Rilski, 
https://www.askideas.com/
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The forests of Bulgaria

Protected Areas and National Parks:

• Rhodope National Park:
Nestled within the scenic Rhodope Mountains, Rhodope National Park is renowned for its 
ancient forests, including some of the oldest in Europe.
This protected area is teeming with diverse wildlife, including brown bears, wolves, and 
numerous bird species, making it a paradise for wildlife enthusiasts and photographers.

Background image: Evgeni Dinev, https://www.evgenidinev.com/
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The Majestic Bulgarian Mountains

Background image: Evgeni Dinev, https://www.evgenidinev.com/
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The Majestic Bulgarian 
Mountains

" The Rhodope Mountains

Stretching across the southern part of 
Bulgaria and into Greece, the Rhodope 
Mountains are known for their rolling 

hills, deep river gorges, and ancient forests. 
This range is renowned for its mystical 
atmosphere, captivating visitors with its 

rich biodiversity and centuries-old 
folklore.

Background image: Evgeni Dinev, https://www.evgenidinev.com/

www.bapet.net
www.bapet.bg

https://www.evgenidinev.com/
http://www.bapet.net/
http://www.bapet.bg/


The Majestic Bulgarian Mountains

" The Balkan Mountains

Extending from west to east through the center of 
Bulgaria, the Balkan Mountains, also known as the Stara
Planina, are the longest mountain range in the country. 
With their rugged peaks, green valleys, and hidden 
waterfalls, the Balkans offer endless opportunities for 
exploration and adventure. www.bapet.net

www.bapet.bg
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The Majestic Bulgarian Mountains

" The Rila Mountains

Home to Bulgaria's highest peak, Mount Musala, the Rila Mountains 
enchant with their dramatic landscapes and pristine nature. The Rila 
National Park, located within this range, boasts glacial lakes, dense 
forests, and alpine meadows, offering relaxation for the soul of anyone 
who ventures there.

Background image: Evgeni Dinev, https://www.evgenidinev.com/
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The Majestic Bulgarian Mountains

• The Pirin Mountains

Designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, the Pirin Mountains are a 
natural treasure trove, revered for their jagged peaks, turquoise lakes, and 
ancient pine forests. This range is a paradise for outdoor enthusiasts, 
offering opportunities for mountain climbing, skiing, and other adventures.

Background image: Evgeni Dinev, https://www.evgenidinev.com/
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The Majestic Bulgarian Mountains

" Strandzha - the mystical mountain of the Thracians

Strandzha Nature Park is the largest protected area on the territory of Bulgaria 
that stretches over 1161 sq km. The park comprises five nature reserves, fourteen 
protected areas, and eight natural landmarks. 
Interesting fauna and flora species-remnants of past geological periods (relicts) 
inhabit Strandzha. 64 relict species live on the territory of the park, seven of 
which cannot be seen anywhere else in Europe. This is the only place in the 
entire continent where the typical forests from the end of the Tertiary 
(approximately 1.8 million years ago) have been preserved.

Background image: Evgeni Dinev, https://www.evgenidinev.com/
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The Majestic Bulgarian Mountains

In addition to their stunning beauty, Bulgaria's 
mountain ranges provide a playground for a 
variety of outdoor recreational activities:
• Hiking
• Skiing
• Mountaineering
• Mountain biking

Background image: https://es.vecteezy.com/
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https://seatosummit.com/
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om/TrenoMarketing
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The Enchanting Bulgarian 
Coastline

Background image: Sinemorets, The estuary 
of the river Veleka, https://kmeta.bg/
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The Enchanting Bulgarian Coastline

• Black Sea Gem: Bulgaria's 378-kilometer coastline 
along the Black Sea boasts pristine beaches, 
rugged cliffs, and charming coastal towns.

Krapets beach

Ezeretsts beach

Silistar beach

Camping Coral

Bolata Bay

https://beaches.bg/

https://travelinbulgaria.eu/

https://vila.bg/
https://beaches.bg/

https://bapet.net/
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The Enchanting Bulgarian Coastline

• Bulgarian Black sea amazing rock formations

Background image: Tyulenovo arch, by 
Evgeni Dinev, https://www.evgenidinev.com/

Kamen bryag (Stone coast)

Yaylata reserve
Varvara

Ahtopol lighthouse
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The Enchanting Bulgarian Coastline
• Coastal Charms: Discover old sea towns9 vibrant atmosphere, 

Sozopol's ancient ruins, and Nessebar's UNESCO-listed 
medieval architecture along this picturesque coastline.

Background image: Evgeni Dinev, https://www.evgenidinev.com/
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The Enchanting Bulgarian Coastline
• Coastal Escapes: Indulge in seaside resorts offering swimming, sunbathing, and thrilling 

water sports like jet skiing and parasailing. There's something for everyone along Bulgaria's 
enchanting coastline.

Background image: https://www.ispo.com/

https://booked.net/
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Lysenko Andrii, 
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Exploring Bulgaria's Mysterious 
Caves

Background image: Magura ancient drawings 
(fragment), by Brane Blokar, Ljubljana

• Bulgaria's Remarkable Cave Systems
• Bulgaria's Famous Caves: Let's explore some of 

Bulgaria's renowned caves
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Bulgaria's Famous Caves:

• Dyavolsko Gurlo (Devil's Throat) Cave: Nestled in the 
Rhodope Mountains, Dyavolsko Gurlo boasts a colossal 
underground waterfall, believed to be the entrance to the 
Underworld in Bulgarian folklore.

Background image: Mario Dimov, https://preotkrii.bg/Photo credit: https://pateka.im/

Photo credit: 
https://readmytravelnotes.

wordpress.com/
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Bulgaria's Famous Caves:

• Yagodina Cave: Located in the Rhodope Mountains, 
Yagodina Cave is celebrated for its stunning stalactites, 
stalagmites, and unique rock formations, stretching over 
10,000 meters in length.

Background image: https://azbukari.org/

Photo credit: https://ranica.bg/

Photo credit: https://pateka.im/
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Bulgaria's Famous 
Caves:

• Devetashka Cave: Known for 
its vast size and distinctive 
rock formations, situated 
near Lovech.

Background image: Yordan Chakarov, https://www.devetakiplateau.org/

Photo credit: JessIvanova, 
https://depositphotos.com/
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Bulgaria's Famous Caves:

• Prohodna Cave: Famous for its "Eyes of God" rock 
formations and as a popular spot for rock climbing and 
bungee jumping.

Background image: Todor Stoyanov / Shutterstock

Photo credit: 
iStockphoto.com/oorka

Photo credit: Ivelin Iliev / 
Shutterstock
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Bulgaria's Famous Caves:

• Magura Cave: Renowned for its prehistoric cave paintings 
dating back to the Paleolithic era, recognized as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Background image: https://bookvila.bg/
Photo credit: https://om-plovdiv.com/

Photo credit: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/
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Bulgaria's 
Famous Caves:

• Saeva Dupka Cave, 
nestled in Bulgaria's 
Balkan Mountains, 
captivates with its 
vast chambers and 
exquisite formations. 
Stretching over 3 
kilometers, it's one 
of Bulgaria's longest 
caves, boasting 
stunning stalactites 
and stalagmites. A 
must-visit for nature 
lovers and 
adventurers alike.

Background image: https://marshrutibg.com/

Photo credit: 
https://mypalette.info/

https://barsy.club/
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Bulgaria's Famous 
Caves:

• Biserna Cave, also known as 
Zandana, is a hidden gem 
nestled in the Rhodope 
Mountains of Bulgaria. Its 
name translates to "Pearl 
Cave," aptly reflecting the 
beauty found within. With 
its intricate formations and 
shimmering stalactites, 
Biserna Cave offers visitors a 
mesmerizing underground 
adventure. This natural 
wonder is a testament to 
Bulgaria's rich geological 
heritage and is sure to leave 
a lasting impression on all 
who explore its depths.

Background image: https://bgtourism.bg/

Photo credit: 
http://infoshumen.info/
https://tvshumen.bg/
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WWW.BAPET.NET
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About BAPET:

BAPET, the Bulgarian 
Association for Cave and Eco-
Tourism, is a voluntary, 
independent, non-partisan, and 
non-governmental organization 
dedicated to the promotion and 
support of cave and eco-tourism 
initiatives in Bulgaria.
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About BAPET:

Our Mission:
• Promote diverse cave and eco-tourism, 

spotlighting Bulgaria's natural and cultural 
gems worldwide.

• Reveal Bulgaria's unique beauty, rivaling 
global landmarks, and expand eco-tourism 
opportunities.

• With rich resources and diverse attractions, 
Bulgaria offers immersive experiences for 
tourists. BAPET fosters sustainable tourism 
and community growth, inviting all to 
preserve Bulgaria's treasures.

Background image: Kastrakli Reserve (www.bapet.net) 
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About BAPET:

Collaborations:
• BAPET works closely with European funds for ecology, fostering partnerships 

and initiatives aimed at promoting sustainable tourism practices and 
preserving Bulgaria's natural heritage.

• Additionally, we are actively involved in advocating for legislation that 
protects and preserves cave ecosystems. BAPET is committed to working on 
the law for the caves to ensure the conservation of these valuable natural 
resources for future generations.

• One of the projects we are working on is the preservation and improvement 
of the Kastrakli Reserve in the Western Rhodopes. An interesting fact is that 
Kastrakli is the second place on the planet, where during the May-July period 
the largest gathering of butterflies on the planet occurs - over 450 species.
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BAPET's Ecological Initiatives

Background image: www.slideshare.net
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BAPET's Ecological Initiatives:

Protection of Natural Resources:
• BAPET is dedicated to safeguarding 

Bulgaria's precious natural resources through 
various conservation efforts and advocacy 
campaigns.

Background image: https://cdn.britannica.com/

Photo credit: https://unece.org/
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BAPET's Ecological Initiatives:

Construction of Ecosystems in Protected Areas 
in Natura 2000:

• BAPET actively contributes to the construction and 
maintenance of ecosystems within protected areas 
designated under the Natura 2000 network. These 

efforts aim to enhance biodiversity and preserve 
unique habitats.

Background image: https://unece.org/

Think green
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BAPET's Ecological 
Initiatives:

Appreciation of Reserves 
and Eco-Trails:

• BAPET promotes the 
appreciation of nature 
reserves and eco-trails 
among tourists and locals 
alike. By organizing 
educational programs and 
guided tours, we strive to 
raise awareness about the 
importance of these areas 
and foster a sense of 
responsibility towards their 
conservation.

Background image: https://miro.medium.com/
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BAPET's Ecological Initiatives:

Protection of Fauna:
• BAPET works tirelessly to protect Bulgaria's diverse fauna, including 

underground resources and wildlife. Through habitat conservation initiatives, 
wildlife monitoring programs, and advocacy for stronger environmental 
regulations, we aim to ensure the survival and well-being of vulnerable species.
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Underground Resources and 
Wildlife Conservation:

• BAPET recognizes the 
importance of 

conserving underground 
resources and wildlife. 
By collaborating with 

experts and stakeholders, 
we develop strategies for 

sustainable resource 
management and 

wildlife protection in 
cave ecosystems.
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BAPET - A Look into the Future
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BAPET - A Look into the Future:

Vision for the Future:

• At BAPET, we peer into the future 
through the hopeful gaze of our children. 
We are committed to making their future 
brighter by nurturing a deep connection 
with nature and fostering a sense of 
responsibility towards environmental 
conservation. We encourage and support 
the education of environmental and social
responsibility among adolescents.
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Education and Familiarization:

• We prioritize the education and 
familiarization of children and 
adolescents with ecology and 
environmental protection, as 
well as nature and natural 
resources. Through interactive 
learning experiences and hands-
on activities, we aim to instill a 
lifelong appreciation for the 
environment.
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BAPET - A Look into the Future:
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Bringing Children Closer to 
Nature:

• We have exciting plans in store 
that will bring children closer to 
nature and everything our 
beautiful planet has to offer in 
terms of resources. From nature 
walks and eco-camps to 
educational workshops and 
environmental projects, we're 
dedicated to creating meaningful 
experiences that inspire love and 
respect for the natural world.
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Join Us on Our Journey

Working Towards a Brighter Future Together

• Thank you for exploring 
Bulgaria's natural 
wonders with us and 
learning about BAPET's 
mission. Let's continue 
our efforts to preserve 
and promote our rich 
heritage.

Think green
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